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THE MONTH. 


Tue probable solution of the Eastern Question has, from day to day, assumed 
various phases ; hopes and fears alternating with the arrival of successive telegrams. 
In outward action, at least, the Powers still present an undivided front. It has 
become increasingly manifest that the plea of Albanian resistance, put forward by the 
Porte as an excase for the non-surrender of Dclcigno, was a mere ruse, designed to 
veil the real cause—the unwillingness of the Sultan’s Government to fulfil the 
obligations devolved on them in this respect by the Treaty of Berlin. The Sultan's 
advisers, when they found that they could not detach Germany from the concert of 
Europe, that the naval demonstration was no longer a menace, but a fact, and that 
their continued refusal to concede Dulcigno would probably result only in « blockade 
of Smyrna and the other Asia Minor porta, suddenly ceased their avowed opposition 
to the European demands, and proclaimed their willingness’ to give up Dulcigno 
unconditionally. The deed, however, is not yet done, and until then it were pre- 
mature to assume that Turkey's powers of evasion are exhausted. The scarcely 


disguised defiance of Europe contained in the Porte’s last communication to the 


Powers had the effect only of welding them together; and the Sultan's Government 
perceiving this at once altered their tone and declared their readiness to yield. 
Bat they may still delude themselves with the idea that promises may, for a while, 
pass current for performance, and that delay may give them some chance of 
strengthening their forts and preparing themselves to resist any further “demonstra- 
tion” intended to coerce them into conceding the demands of Greece, or carrying 
ont the reforms required in Armenia. Such expectations, however, will be vain. 
There is bat little doubt that all the Powers recognize the probability that the 
Turkish rule in Europe cannot much longer be upheld, and that all must be done 
that can be to prepare for the inevitable change. To avoid war, to insist on the fulfil- 
ment of treaties, and to ameliorate the condition of Christian populations still 
subject to the Porte, so as to fit them for the independence to which they aspire 
and for the position they must ultimately fill, are the chief features of that policy 
in which England now takes the lead. ? 


It is presumed that the reason why Dalcigno is not yet surrendered is the fact 
that the attempted convention between Montenegro and Turkey has altogether 
failed. The proposal for a convention was, probably, only 6 device of Turkey to gain 
time, after having promised unconditional compliance. Meanwhile the Greeks are 
arming for the enforcement of their claim, and the King has opened the Session of 
the Chamber with a speech in which he intimates that the nation accepts the new 


frontier which Europe has allotted them, and that the carrying into effect the deci- 


sion of the Powers imposes action on his people. King George proceeds to state that 
extensive naval and military preparations have been made by His Government, which 
the Chamber will be asked to sanction; and that the Greek army will not be 


disbanded in the territory which Europe has awarded to the Greeks, the new — 
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order of things shall be established. He adds that his Cabinet wil] seek to effect this 
object as speedily as possible. We may thus conclude that unless the Sultan peacefully 
transfers to Greece those parts of Epirus and Thessaly which lie within the boun- 
dary determined at Berlin, Greece will proceed to take possession of those districts 
by force of arms. There is here, undoubtedly, a very serious danger to the peace of 
Europe, which mast be boldly looked at by the Powers. Greece, unaided, could not 
win her rights from Turkey ; and Turkish ships of war might seriously injure, if not 
destroy, the defences of her coast. Yet the Powers are to uphold the claims 
of Greece ; and even were they not, they could not possibly her to be crushed. 
To avert, therefore, by every jast means such a contingency as this, becomes the duty 


of united Europe. 


The anticipations on which we ventured in our last issse with regard to French 
- affairs have been verified almost to the letter, The policy of the Chamber has pre- 
vailed, and the decrees in relation to the unauthorized religious associations have 
been, and are Leing, vigorously carried into execution. The various fraternities that 
would not submit to the regulations that would have allowed them to remain are 
undergoing, with some show of passive resistance, but with little active opposition, 
expulsion from their seminaries, monasteries, and domiciles of various degrees. It 
had been thought by some that in the more secluded rural districts the French 
peasantry would rise in open insurrection. It had been notified by various “ orders” 
that they would invoke, against the decrees of the 29th of March last, the protection 
of certain specific laws of the land. The tribunals would long, it was said, be 
ocoupied with proceedings, in which the expelled monks and their lay supporters in 
under ite authority to carry out the decrees—the defendants, against whom judg- 
ment must be ultimately given. Neither of these predictions has as yet been 
realized. . Public opinion im different localities has, of course, varied, and has 
sympathized, here with the expelled fathers, and there with the republican function- 
aries charged to fulfil the decrees of the Chamber and the purposes of the Ministry. 
. Bat, upon the whole, public feeling has ranged itself upon the side of the Govern- 


trates have resigned rather than take part in executing the decrees, but these cases 
are exceptional. Even the most priest-ridden districts of France have but slight 
attachment to the monastic orders. As matters now stand, the action of the Govern- 


raent meets with the approval of the majority. - 


the Basuto chief, was destroyed, on the 15th 
the colonial troops subsequently engaged 2 force of 
defeated them. General Clarke afterwards advanced upon 


against the officers engaged in enforcing the decrees, and in some places demonstra- 
tions on both sides diversified the process. Twenty-four hours’ notice was given to 
the Italian monks, and the Carmelites were forcibly expelled. In a few towns magis- 
We regret to find that the hopes we expressed in our last issue, that the differ- 
ences between the Cape Government and the Basutce might be settled without fur- 
ther blogdshed have been doomed to disappointment. War has really broken out 
The Basutos, to the number of 7,000, attacked Mafeteng, a settlement garrisoned by 
200 of the Cape Mounted Rifles, and about the same number of native police. 
Repeated charges were made by the Basutos, all of which, however, were successfully 
repelled, with severe loss on the part of the besiegers. The position of Lerothodi, 
Carrington ; and 
Basutos, and totally 
Mafeteng with 1,660 
men, and meeting another body of insurgents, after long and beavy fighting, routed 
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them entirely, with a loss of about thirty of his own troops, and about 300 Basutos. 
From these accounts there is too much reason to fear that a spirit has been aroused 


Whatever exaggeration there may be in the descriptions which opposing parties 
give of the present state of Ireland, there is no doubt that the social condition of 
that coantry is not only unsatisfactory, but®perilous. Perhaps no assertion of the 
Premier has more exposed him to reproach than his statement that Ireland was, 
some three months since, “within a measurable distance of civil war.” Yet that 
expression of opinion, viewed in the light of subsequent facts, and especially of the 
statements made by an influential deputation of landlords to the Lord-Lieutenant, 
seems to be literally true. We cannot wonder, in the present condition of the 
country, and after the perpetration of such crimes as the marders of Lord Mount- 


can have 
no effect but to alienate the sympathy of right-minded and reasonable men from 
the cause they profess to represent, and to make it increasingly difficult for the 
Government to redress the real grievances of the Irish tenantry and people. 
Whether they will resort to exceptional means to keep the peave, or use only the powers 
which the law has already placed at their disposal, is as yet unknown; but it seems 
certain that eome of the sedition-mongers are to be prosecuted. 


recent has been one of the most successful of its many gatherings, and that both the 
Alliance and the cause which it represents are showing sensible signs of advance in 
our own and foreign lands. The Council was enabled to report that the additions to 
the membership of the British Organization had been larger during the preceding 
twelve months than in any previous year. The average attendance, especially at the 
morning meetings, at this second Nottingham Conference was more numerous than we 
have been accustomed to witness on occasions of this kind for years past. A large pro- 
portion of those present consisted of clergy and ministers, the former being from forty 
to fiftyin number. The proceedings werv characterized by a tone of spirituality and 
devotion, due probably, in large measure, to the appropriate character of the leading 
addresses. The fact deserves to be placed on record, that while, on occasion of some 
former Oonferences, individuals attending them have united in partaking of the 
Lord's Supper in their individual capacity only, the members of the British Organi- 
gation of the Alliance celebrated that hallowed observance, last month, at Notting- 
ham, for the first time in the history of this Branch of the Alliance, as a part of its 
recognized engagements, and in direct connection with the Conference. 
2 


morres and Mr. Boyd, that there should be aroused a sense of insecurity and appre- 
hension, leading to demands in many quarters that the Irish Government, in | 
the interests of the preservation of property and life, should suspend the Con- 
stitution, and proclaim the agitated districts in a state of siege. But, after all 
deductions on the score of excitement, it is clear that the positien is full of danger— | 
that civil war really exista, although the power wielded by the Government compels ; 
it to smoulder rather than break out into a flame. There is no doubt that the | 
aniagvnisin, unhappily, always more or less subsisting between the rival races and / 
creeds in the sister island, has been intensified by the recent agrarian disputes, t 
and by the inflammatory barangues of certain prominent agitators, who have | 
Those friends of the Evangelical Alliance who were unable to be present at its { 
Annual Conference, held last month, at Nottingham, will be glad to learn, from the . 
extended report of its proceedings which we give in our other columns, that the most ‘| 
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The Church Congress, recently beld in Leicester, has been one of the most re- 
markable that have assembled simce the era of these Congresses began. The geniality 
and eloqaence of its President doubtless had its share in promoting the tone of 
mutual forbearance and consideration by which its proceedings were distinguished. 
The Congress, under his guidance, exhibited an aspect of candour and of charity 
which was quite refreshing, and decidedly in advance of the spirit which such bodies 
but too commonly display. The three great parties in the Church fraternized to- 
getber for a time—mutual animositiesrwere laid aside; and not only was this spirit of 
internal unity cultivated, but marked consideration shown for those entirely beyond 
the Charch’s pale. Questions of an exciting or irritating kind were mostly debated 
at outside or secondary meetings, whilst the Congress itself was engaged in discuss- 
ing themes tending to Christian union, or, at least, to united action in contending 
for the common faith. Among the proceeding: which awakened the strongest public 
interest, was the reception from the Nonoonformist ministers of Leicester of an 
address of welcome to the town. This was a novelty in every sense. The address 
did not underrate the magnitade or importance of the differences which divide 
confessedly important, Christian charity should rise above them ; and it was responded 
to by the Bishop of Peterborough in the like spirit. This vuprecedented episode in 
a Church Congress was indeed significant, and may be regarded as an unmistakable 
and encouraging indication of the progress of Christian men of very diverse 
principles, not to outward unity, but to what is far more precious, that spiritas! 
union and that recognition of each other's character as Christians which go to prove 
that Christ's disciples, all the world ove’, -onstitute but one fellowship—one true 


and universal Chitth. 


The autumnal meetings of the Congregational and Baptist Unions have been 
well and influentially attended. An unusually large number of delegates were 
present at the former, and the subjects discussed were of the greatest interest and 
importance, considered in relation to the tendencies and spirit of the age. The 
gathering took place at Birmingham. Amongst the themes discussed were, the 
impossibility of preaching a modified Gospel, the fallacy of certain theories of “modern | 
thought,” the true place and source of authority in religion, the special and dis- 
tinctive features of Congregationalism, and its connection with English history and 
freedom. The state of education and the colleges, and the special preparedness 
needful in this age for those in training for the ministry, also engaged the serious 
attention of the delegates. The Baptist Union met in London ; and its assemblies, 
in the estimation of the most competent judges, were the most successful ever held, 
inasmuch that at their close the opinion was expressed that a new era had been 


inaugurated in the history of the organization. 


of the Broad Church school, has publicly seceded, mainly, although not exclusively, 
on theological grounds, from the Church of England. This step was first announced 


by a lettet in the leading journal from Mr. Brooke, and his reasons for taking it are 


more fully set forth in a discourse recently delivered by him to his congregation in — 
Bedford Chapel, Bloomsbury. From this it appears that Mr. Brooke has ceased to 
believe in the credibility of miracles, and therefore in the miracle of the Incarnation ; 
ths disbelief hi hse, of socomity, withoatite pale. 
this disbelief of his placed him, of necessity, without its pale, The friends of Evan- 
trath will Brooke's character and ability should 
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Berlin, October 16, 1880. 
CONFERENCE OF MEMBERS OF THE PRUSSIAN 
PROTESTANT CHURCH. 
The friends of the “ Positive Union ” held 
their first general conference on the 12th, 
13th, and 14th of this month. Your readers 
will remember that this party was gradually 
formed in the years 1875-7, at the time of 
the preliminary General Synod, when the 
Church Government exerted its influence to 
complete our Church Constitution on a rather 
broad basis, and when the “ Liberal” repre- 
sentatives at the Berlin district synods openly 
claimed the abolition of the Creed 
‘in the services. The old discord which for 
many years separated the Lutherans and the 
adherents of the Union, and wasted their 
strength, then ceased. The began 
to recognize that the great faudamental truths 
of our Church were at stake, and they began 

to be more inclined towards a 
with the friends of the Union ; and the latter, 


at least the more decidedly religious among 


The subjects for the 
re, the Position of the Church © 
towards Modern Theology, and the Influence 
of the Constitution of the Church on her 
Inner Life ; that of the second day, on the 
Measure of ence Desirable for the 
Church. All the discussions were carried on 
in the spirit of brotherly love, as well to- 
wards the Lutherans as to the many excellent 
members of the Middle Party. 
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His presence. 
somewhat new phase in (overmment treat- MISSION WORK IN MARSEILLES. 
ment of Protestant missionaries. In Marseilles, where a stall for tracts has 
THE Loan’s par. already often been open at the autumn fair, | 
A step in the right direction has been | this part of the work of M. Saillens hes been | 
taken by the directors of the Paris, Lyons, | remarkably successful. “The Gospel for all” 
and Marseilles Railway, who have brought | was imecribed on the front, and “Believe on 
under consideration 4 proposal to enable | the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be ‘ 
every servant of the company to have «| saved.” Between 25 fr. and 36 fr. are re- if 
‘ half or a whole day of rest every week, and, re : 
if possible, that it shall be on Sunday. and om one Sunday 20,000 
PROTESTANTS IN THE HIGH ALPS. 
HE the Alps, in the south-cast of France,| A mission is 
of scattered Protestants, | the work, and an 
deputed by the Committee for| opened. Several 
zation of the High Alps, Mesars. | attracted to Marseilies 
Normandy and Brittany 
lecturers during the 
tracted crowds ; and the d 
purchase of the 
of tory. The subjects of 
sach as “ Moral 
science,” Conscience 
Sacrifice of Christ and the 
“ Mary, Mother of ( 
Sacrifice of the Man 
Prodigal Son,” “ Fraternity and Ch 
“ Religion and Democracy,” “Three Kinds " 
of Morals,” ete., etc. Sometimes controver- 
surprising numbers, considering the difficul-| sial papers are given at the doors, and some- ; 
ties of access, and the harvest time scarcely | times Gospel tracts. 
over, seemed to show the presence of the Lord . 
~ 
GERMANY. | 
[From our own Correspondent. ] them, gladly acknowledged that creeds are | 
necessary to protect the Church against arbi- \ 
trary teaching by her pastors ; and that it is | 
possible to maintain such creeds, and yet : 
to allow great liberty in the minor points of 
doctrine. This caused the formation of the ; 
new party. The party of the Positive Union 
stands on the great principle—in essentials | 
unity, in non-essentials liberty, About 400 
persons from all parts of the older Prussia 
were represented by General Superintendent 
Dr. Biichsel, who expressed his satisfaction at | 
the meeting of such a conference. This 
a | venerable minister, who now looks back on a | 
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THE NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 
Jones, H. 
William CG 
ngele, A. 
; Pastor Cc 
Wagner 
Hall, 
praves; Mr. J. 
Colonel Wilmot Brooke, 
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God and Father of us all, was death blow 
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Church at Leicester. to their reapective sph 
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BVANGELICAL GIRISTEKDON. 
bands, 
with th 
world | 
mittee 
was then submitted, and adopted on the | differenc 
motion of the Rev. G. Jones, seconded by the 
| Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh. Lord Polwarth 
was reappointed President, and the 
eidents were also re-elected. 
A proposal by Mr. R. A. Macfie, 
sympathetic approval of the action 
| Branch in naming the third Sunc 
vember as a day of epecial united 
Ireland, was cordially adopted. 
The meeting was closed with Bene< 
tion by the Chairman. 
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